
 

He nui te akoranga ki Waterlea Great learning happens at Waterlea 

 
Hello, Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Bonjour, Talofa Lava, Taloha Ni, Bula Vinaka, Ni Hau, Namaste,  
Malo e Lelei, Deea awit, Sagutom, Fakalofa Lahi Atu, Dia daoibh, Sillaw, Huan Ying, Hola,  

Konichiwa, Guten Tag, Здравствуйте 

Newsletter 17 September 2025 

Important Dates                                                                                                

18 Sept Class/Individual Photos  

19 Sept Visit 2 New Entrant Cohort 

19 Sept Last Day of Term 3 

19 Sept Maaori Language Week/MANA 

                Assembly 12pm 

6  Oct First day of Term 4 

6  Oct New Cohort starts 

6  Oct Fijian Language Week 

14 Oct Board of Trustees Hui 6pm 

               Board inductions   

20 Oct Niuean Language Week 

21 Oct Diwali   

23 Oct Potential Strike Day                  

24 Oct Teacher Only Day    

             School Closed 

27 Oct Labour Day - School Closed 

  9 Dec Y6 Graduation 

10 Dec Y6 Dine & Dance 

12 Dec Y6 Pool Party 

16 Dec Last day of school 

17 House Ave, Maangere Bridge, 09 636 4233, www.waterlea.school.nz 

This week marks a special time in Aoteroa, Te Wiki o te Reo 
Maaori, or Maaori Language Week. It's a fantastic opportunity 
for all of us to celebrate and revitalise the unique language of 
te Reo Maaori. 
 
Maaori is an official language of New Zealand, and its rich    
history is deeply intertwined with the identity of the nation.  
Te Wiki o te Reo Maaori is a chance to acknowledge this  
heritage and encourage its use in our daily lives. 
 
This year's theme is Kia Kaha te Reo Maaori, which means ‘let's 
make the Maaori language strong’. It's a call to action for     
everyone to do their part in ensuring the language thrives for 
generations to come. You can join us on Friday at 12pm at our 
Te wiki o te Reo Maaori/MANA assembly and by sponsoring 
our tamariki for our te Reo Maaori-a-thon. The proceeds from 
this will cover the cost of Kapa Haka Uniforms, some te Reo 
Maaori resources and our Kapa Haka tutor.  
 
Last week we had a great turnout for our Student Led          
Conferences. We had about 92% attendance on the day and 
have been  catching up with whaanau this week too. This is our 
final week for Term 3 and just a reminder that the school is 
closed for 2 weeks and then opens again on Monday 6          
October. 

POTENTIAL STRIKE ACTION NEXT TERM 
 
Many of you will have heard in the media, there is a possibility 
the support staff, primary teachers and principals will go on 
strike on Thursday October 23. This is due to minimal progress 
in collective agreement negotiations with the government. 
There is a hope that NZEI ( primary teacher’s union) and the 
government will reach an agreement within the timeframe so 
the strike does not go ahead. Most of the teachers at Waterlea 
are members of NZEI (the teacher's union) and if the strike 
goes ahead, the Board of Trustees will decide on the               
appropriate action. We will keep you informed of any            
developments. 



 

2025 Board of Trustees 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have the results for the Board of Trustees election and the successful   
candidates are: 

 

Ben Vete 

Kevin Robinson 

Jenna Langdon 

Chris Porteous 

Doyle Matautia 

Andrew Cowie 

Arna Dromgool 

 

Congratulations to all the successful candidates and we look forward to you 
overseeing the governance of the school for the next 3 years. A big thank you 
to everyone who stood in these elections and everyone who voted. We really 
appreciate your support. 

 



Spot prizes  

Ka mau te wehi whaanau! We have almost hit $10,000! Ngaa mihi to all of you who 
have donated and for the mahi you have put in to helping us raise such a fantastic 
amount of money for our kura. Spot prizes are still being handed out this week and 
the fundraising platform remains open through to the start of next week. We look 
forward to our Korero Maaori day tomorrow when Tamariki have the chance to show 
the mahi they have put in to learning their kupu over the past couple of weeks. Kia 
mau tonu te mahi nui!  



South Auckland Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon 

The South Auckland Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon will be held on Tuesday 25 November at    
Mountford Park, Manurewa. Our school has registered for this exciting event, but please note 
that parents are responsible for entering their child, supporting their training and taking them on 
the day. It’s a fantastic opportunity for tamariki to give it a go, build confidence, and have fun  
being active! 

You can join the school team by visiting this link and using the drop down menu to find Waterlea 
School. There will be an allocated space with the school marquee for families and tryathletes on 
the day. https://raceroster.com/events/2025/109737/south-auckland-weet-bix-kids-tryathlon 

Entry Options: 

• Splash & Dash – for 6 year olds only (swim and run). 
 

• Individual TRYathlete – for 7–15 year olds (swim, cycle, and run). 
 

• Teams of Two – for 7–9 year olds (Juniors) and 10–15 year olds (Seniors). One team 
member does the swim, the other does the cycle, and both do the run. 

For the past few years Waterlea has 
joined forces with the Mangere Bridge    
Kindergarten Buddy Programme. The 
aim of this programme is to help    
children at kindergarten transition into 
school more easily. 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__raceroster.com_events_2025_109737_south-2Dauckland-2Dweet-2Dbix-2Dkids-2Dtryathlon&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QGevy1vxO-pV2WnIwgE4nyPe718-y5YnCOuwRT2uwrNR_S05pVsA3F37YsoXIfOr&m


Y3-6 Cross Country Day 

What a fabulous day we had last Tuesday at the Waterlea Cross Country Day 

Thanks for all the whaanau  support! 

Great AUMANGEA was shown by the tamariki during the day. 

We will be selecting the teams for Zones Cross Country, which happens early in Term 4. 





Tomorrow morning is your last chance to return your Sibling 

Photo Request. 

Please hand into the school office by 9am. 

Please note this form does not need to be completed if you 

have one child at school. 



Auckland Schools Cross Country Race 
 
Nico represented Waterlea in the final round of the Auckland Schools’ Cross Country 
Mountain Bike race on Sunday at Sanders Reserve. 
It was a strong field but Nico showed his Aumangea and Ako values, along with plenty of 
smiles, taking fifth place in the Under 13 boys. 
Overall this meant he finished 7th in the 2025 series, out of 49, which was awesome as 
he was typically competing against boys 1-2 years older than him. 
He was super proud of racing for his school and the improvements he’s made this year. 

On 3rd of September 2025, around 25 Waterlea students went to rugby  
inter zones. We had two boys teams playing in the competition. 

 

When we got there, we set up our amazing Waterlea gazebo so we had a 
place to put all our things. Almost immediately we had to be weighed to 
make sure we could play in our weight grade. 

 

We played our first game and it was a lot of fun, but it was quite rough with 
lots of big tackles. We all had to show aumangea and keep trying hard!    
Afterwards, we had some time for food and water and then we hung 
around the gazebo watching the other games. We played two more 
games, which we didn’t win, but it was still really fun. We want to thank our 
awesome coach Roi, who said we all did a good job. I had a great time 
there and I hope to go back next year. 

 

By Kruz  

 



What a fabulous turn out to our Scholastic Book Fair on SLC 

night.   

Many thanks to all who purchased book. 

We sold $3,867.50 worth of books which meant $1,340.25 

worth of free books for our library. 

      Ka pai Waterlea School 

There are MANA ticks for classes who return the most books! 

 

      Please return Library Books by tomorrow 





Attendance 

Just a quick reminder that school starts at 8.50am each day. If 
children come to school after 9am they are coded as late. 
Getting to school by 8.50am supports our tamariki to start the 
school day well and they don’t feel like they have missed out on 
learning or connecting with their friends. 

Our Waterlea attendance rate this week is 91% (Last Week was 
95%) 

Attendance 
 

Last week of this term, our whole school attendance rate is 54%. Just a 
reminder about lateness, and emailing principal@waterlea.school.nz if 
you are going away so that these absences can be coded correctly for 
the Ministry of Education. 

When contacting school with an absence, 

please state the reason for the absence as 

we need to allocate a code.  

mailto:principal@waterlea.school.nz








Win with Ezlunch 
this Term! 
 
Every Ezlunch   

order placed     

between August 

18th and        

September 19th 

enters your family 

into weekly prize 

draws for $50 

vouchers and a 

grand prize worth 

$500! The more 

lunches you order, 

the more chances 

you have to win. 

Visit your Kindo 

account to place 

orders and enter 

the draw.  





Collect the Yummy cut-out labels from bags (each 

cut-out label is worth 10 stickers) and individual 

Yummy apple stickers for Waterlea School’s share 

of the $200,000 free Sport sports gear prize pool.  

Yummy apples are available from New World, 

PAK’nSAVE and participating Four Square stores. 

The more you collect, the more sports gear we can 

get so get going and start collecting your Yummy 

cut-out labels and stickers now! 

All stickers/cut-outs along with your school’s Total 
Tally Sheet must received by us by Tuesday 24 
September.  

Download your sticker collection sheet here or pick 
one up at the office.  

COLLECT YUMMY STICKERS AND GET SPORTS GEAR FOR OUR SCHOOL! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17HQGSsRCL6t6X7VyrPeR0B9ijuWGwlVi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17HQGSsRCL6t6X7VyrPeR0B9ijuWGwlVi/view?usp=sharing

