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Calendar 
 

 

March: 

8th Watermania Happy Hour 

8th PTA Sausage Sizzle 

11th New entrant cohort first day 

11th Year 5 & 6 bike skills this week 

13th Interschool Softball Competition  

14th Interschool  Softball Rain Date 

14th School show “Baggage” 11.30am 

19th Rm 5 & 6 Tree Adventures  

20th Rm 7 & 8 Tree Adventures  

22nd Rm 9 Tree Adventures  

25th Rm 10 Te Tuhi Gallery Trip (am) 

25th Rm 15 Te Tuhi Gallery Trip (pm) 

25th Board Meeting 7pm 

26th Rm 11 Te Tuhi Gallery Trip (am) 

26th Rm 13 Te Tuhi Gallery Trip (pm) 

29th Rm 14 Te Tuhi Gallery Trip (am) 

29th Rm 12 Te Tuhi Gallery Trip (pm) 

29th PTA Mufti Day 

 

April: 

9th Interschool Swimming Competition 

12th Last Day of Term 1 

19th-22th Easter (during holidays) 

25th Anzac Day (during holidays) 

29th First Day of Term 2 

 

May: 

18th PTA Quiz Night 

WATERLEA  

WEEKLY 
Great Learning Happens at Waterlea by Connecting with  

our Community, Culture, World and Future  
Hello, Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Talofa Lava, Taloha Ni, Malo e Lelei, Bula   

Deea awit, Fakalofa, Lahi Atu, Ni Hau, Namaste,  Vinaka, Dia daoibh  

Huan Ying, Hola, Sagutom, Konichiwa, Guten Tag, Sillaw 

       6 March 2019 

A huge thanks to all of you who joined us last Friday for our first Whānau 
Day-our community walk to Ambury Farm. Over the past decade or so 
Waterlea School has built a strong partnership with the farm and we feel 
very fortunate to have such a wonderful local  learning resource for our 
tamariki. Learning in our local community is one of our 4 strategic goals 
for 2019. Waterlea’s Strategic Plan and Charter can be found on our 
website. It sets out our plan for learning at Waterlea for this year and the 
next 3 years. Our 4 big goals are: 

1. Deliver success for all students 

2. To improve cultural experiences and interactions 

3. To create a community of digitally literate learners 

4. To strengthen productive community partnerships. 

 
Learning at the farm and other local contexts is one way for us to work 
towards achieving Goal 4. Another way is Waterlea School being a 
partnership school within a larger community of schools or Kahui Ako. 
Our Kahui Ako is called Te Iti Kahurangi which means Together, Success 
for All. There are 10 schools in our Kahui Ako and they are Mangere 
Bridge Primary, Onehunga Primary, Te Papapa School, Royal Oak 
Primary, Oranga Primary, Royal Oak Intermediate, St Joseph’s Primary, 
Marcellin College and Onehunga High School. Te Iti Kahurangi formed in 
2018 and we met yesterday as a group for the first time this year. This 
opportunity for further collaboration across schools and sectors is an 
exciting one as we develop strong pathways for children going from ECE 
to High School and beyond. 

Strengthening productive community partnerships 
Our Kahui Ako is organising an evening event in June that you might be 
interested in- Nathan Mikaere Wallis is coming to town. Nathan Wallis is 
an expert in the field of children’s brain development and some of you 
might've been lucky enough to have heard Nathan talk previously. 
Teachers and support staff across the Kahui Ako schools will be given 
first option for tickets but there might be some spare spaces that we 
intend to offer the community. The date is 25th June at Mangere Bridge 
School, 7.30-9pm. We will let you know via text or email when the tickets 
go on sale so it might pay to save the date now. 
 
Creating a digitally literate community- using devices safely at home 
There has been a lot in the media lately about different pop ups that come 

up when children are online. The best way to ensure your children are 
safe online is to treat it in a similar way as you would the real world. 
Just like all other activities they are involved in, children need coaching 
and strategies from parents as to how to navigate tricky situations. 
Know what your children are doing online and discuss with them what 
to do if something comes on screen which makes them uncomfortable. 
Keeping an open line of communication is really important and also 
utilising mechanisms on the device to restrict access to the full 
functions is also a helpful way to keep our children safe while they 
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learn to navigate the online world safely. Just like in the 
real world, we wouldn’t drop young children at the park to 
play unsupervised. We stay with them, watch from a 
distance so they can have a go on their own and help 
them when they get into difficulty. One online game 
which is really popular at present is Fortnite. It might be 
interesting to note that the recommended age for this 
game is 12 years and older. Many children at Waterlea 
are playing this game on a regular basis and they get a 
lot of enjoyment from it because it’s fun. Again, if your 
child is playing Fortnite it’s important for you to 
understand the game and its appeal. Below is a link to an 
online parent guide to Fortnite which has some really 
practical hints to help you:  
www.nationalonlinesafety.com/fortnite-battle-royale-
parents-guide 
 
Achieving success for all students - trialing a new 
morning bell system 
This week Waterlea School is trialing a new morning bell 
system. At 8.50am a handbell will be rung to indicate to 
children that they need to go to their classroom to start 
the day. For the next 10 minutes children who arrive after 
the handbell just go directly to their classes. At 9am the 
electric bell will be rung and all children arriving after this 
bell will be recorded as being officially late. They will 
need to go to the office, record their names  and collect a 
late card to give their teachers. In the window of the 
office their will be a sign indicating to children if the 
second bell has been rung or not. The purpose of this 
trial is to stop the congestion and confusion in the office 
straight after the 8.50 am bell goes. School still starts at 
8.50am and this system should give us more accurate 
information regarding attendance. With this information 
we can think strategically about what we need to put in 
place for those children who have regular unexplained 
absences. 
 
Emergency Kits 
A part of our emergency preparedness, every classroom 
has an emergency kit and as part of this kit we ask every 
child to bring a muesli bar from home each year. Many of 
the uneaten muesli bars from last year are now passed 
their used by date and we’ll dispose of them. Any other 
muesli bars will be popped into our supplies for children 
who might need their lunch boxes topped up from time to 
time. So over the next few weeks we would really 
appreciate it if you would please send along a muesli bar 
to school with your child’s name on it.  
 
Board of Trustees News 
The Board of Trustees is seeking expressions 
of interest for the position of Returning Officer 
for the school’s triennial board elections to be 
held in June this year. This is an important role 
and requires someone capable of ensuring 
that the process is conducted with integrity in 
accordance with the prescribed process. An 
ability to follow process, meet deadlines, and 
pay attention to detail are required. Much of 
the process is administered online so access 
to a computer with internet capability is 
essential. A  fee is payable to the returning 
officer for the work which is governed by 
applicable Ministry Guidelines. If you are 
interested please email Dave Lynch at 
Davelynch@waterlea.school.nz by 6pm on 
Monday 11 March. Please include in your 
email a brief overview of any work experience 
which may be relevant to the role.  

Happy Hour this Friday –Watermania 
On Friday our children will participate in Happy Hour—
this is a fun activity for the children who have been 
following the “Waterlea Way”. 
Happy Hour this time round is Watermania. Senior 
School from 9-10.30am, Middle School from 10.50-12.50 
and Junior School from 1.50-3pm. Please make sure 
your child brings togs and a towel as well as any other 
items listed in the notice that went home with your child. 
 

 
 
 
 

Donation Statements 
As per the message in our last newsletter, we would like 
to say thanks again to those that have paid. Statements 
and receipts will be coming out this week. 
 

PTA News 
PTA AGM Results 
2019 Committee Members: 
Chair—Gee Taylor 
Treasurer—Corinne Cameron 
Secretary—Jody Bennett 
We are ready to support Waterlea School and parents! 

Community News 
Pippins 
Would you like to have lots of fun and learn lots of new 
things—Reserve, House Ave, Mangere Bridge 
For more information call Yvonne 0212682583 

PTA Sausage Sizzle 
Our first PTA SAUSAGE SIZZLE  
for 2019!  
This Friday 8 March.  
$2 per sausage. 
Bring money to your teacher on  
Thursday in an envelope, noting  
name, class and number of sau-

The Waterlea Way – Ara Waterlea 

Look after yourself—Tiaki i a koe 

Look after others—Tiaki i etahi atu 

Look after the environment—Tiaki i te taiao 

Look after your learning—Tiaki i tōu ako 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/fortnite-battle-royale-parents-guide/
http://WWW.nationalonlinesafety.com/fortnite-battle-royale-parents-guide
http://WWW.nationalonlinesafety.com/fortnite-battle-royale-parents-guide





